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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this document is to present comments and responses to those comments received 
during the public review period on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) 
for the Yorba Linda Boulevard Widening Improvements Project (proposed project). The Draft 
IS/MND was circulated for public review and comment by the City of Yorba Linda (City) on 
October 8, 2020 and is provided as Attachment A to this Final IS/MND.  

As required by California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15073, a Notice of 
Intent (NOI) to adopt an IS/MND was sent to responsible agencies and trustee agencies in addition 
to various public agencies, citizen groups, and interested individuals concerned with the proposed 
project. The NOI was also sent to a mailing list of property owners within 300 feet (ft) of the project 
limits. In addition, the NOI was filed with the Orange County Clerk and the State Clearinghouse on 
October 8, 2020. 

The Draft IS/MND was circulated for public review for a period of 30 days, from October 8, 2020 to 
November 6, 2020. Copies of the Draft IS/MND were made available for public review at the City 
Planning Division and at yorbalindaca.gov. The Draft IS/MND was also available online at the State 
Clearinghouse Office of Planning and Research’s CEQANet database. CDs with electronic copies of 
the Draft IS/MND and appendices were sent directly to all responsible and trustee agencies included 
on the Agency Distribution List (Appendix A of the Draft IS/MND). 

Comments were accepted for a period of 30 days. Five comment letters were received during the 
public review period. Comments were received from the Orange County Transportation Authority 
(OCTA), California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), the City of Anaheim, Orange County 
Public Works (OC Public Works), and the Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA).  

The City, as the Lead Agency, is required to consider agency and public comments on an IS/MND. 
Although preparation of written responses to comments received on an IS/MND is not required by 
CEQA, responses have been prepared. Responses to comments are made in the following text to 
further supplement, clarify, or expand upon information already presented in the IS/MND. These 
responses do not change the significance determinations made or the severity of potential 
environmental impacts evaluated in the IS/MND. Section 15073.5(c)(4) of the CEQA Guidelines 
(14 California Code of Regulations [CCR] 15073.5(c)(4)) permits the inclusion of new information 
within an MND if the additional information merely clarifies, amplifies, or makes insignificant 
modifications to the negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration. 

1.1 LIST OF RESPONDENTS 

The following is a list of persons, organizations, and public agencies that submitted comments on 
the Draft IS/MND that were received by November 6, 2020 (the end of the public review period). 
The comments in Table 1.A have been numbered and the responses have been developed with 
corresponding numbers. 
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1.2 FORMAT OF RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

Responses to each of the comment letters are provided on the following pages. The comment index 
numbers are provided in the upper right corner of each comment letter, and individual points within 
each letter are numbered along the right-hand margin of each letter. The City’s responses to each 
comment letter are in Table 2.A (located in Chapter 2.0) and are referenced by the index numbers in 
the left-hand column of Table 1.A.  

Table 1.A: Comment Letters Received 

Letter No. Respondent Date of Correspondence 
State 

S-1 California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) November 6, 2020 
Local 

L-1 Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) November 5, 2020 
L-2 Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA) November 5, 2020 
L-3 City of Anaheim November 6, 2020 
L-4 Orange County Public Works (OC Public Works) November 6, 2020 
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2.0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

This chapter includes responses to all environmental issues raised in comments received on the 
Draft IS/MND for the Yorba Linda Boulevard Widening Project. Comments submitted on the Draft 
IS/MND included questions about conclusions identified in the Draft IS/MND, methods used to 
prepare the technical analyses and findings, and comments about community and regional issues.  

This chapter is formatted so that each comment letter is transcribed and appears in Table 2.A next 
to the corresponding response. Copies of all the letters received immediately follow Table 2.A. 



 

Y O R B A  L I N D A  B O U L E V A R D  W I D E N I N G  I M P R O V E M E N T S  P R O J E C T   
Y O R B A  L I N D A ,  C A L I F O R N I A  

F I N A L  I N I T I A L  S T U D Y / M I T I G A T E D  N E G A T I V E  D E C L A R A T I O N  
J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1 

 

P:\HNT1901.02 - Yorba Linda\Final ISMND\Yorba Linda Blvd Widening Improvements Project_Final_ISMND_January2021.docx «01/06/21» 2-2 

This page intentionally left blank 

 



F I N A L  I N I T I A L  S T U D Y / M I T I G A T E D  N E G A T I V E  D E C L A R A T I O N  
J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1 

Y O R B A  L I N D A  B O U L E V A R D  W I D E N I N G  I M P R O V E M E N T S  P R O J E C T   
Y O R B A  L I N D A ,  C A L I F O R N I A   

 

P:\HNT1901.02 - Yorba Linda\Final ISMND\Yorba Linda Blvd Widening Improvements Project_Final_ISMND_January2021.docx «01/06/21» 2-3 

Table 2.A: Response to Comments 

Respondent Comment 
Number Comment Response 

State 
S-1 
California Department of 
Transportation District 12 
1750 East 4th Street, Suite 100 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
November 6, 2020 

S-1-1 1. Please consider providing adequate wayfinding signage 
to nearby transit stops within the proposed project. 
Connectivity of mobility options and transit services help 
integrate a complete multimodal transportation network. 

As discussed in Section 2.3, page 2-5 of the Draft IS/MND, the 
proposed project would improve corridor operations by improving 
roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities along Yorba Linda Boulevard. 
All roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities included in the proposed 
improvements would incorporate necessary signage to provide 
adequate safety and promote the continued function of the existing 
transportation network. OCTA Bus Route 38 operates within the 
vicinity of the project limits. The City will consider including wayfinding 
signage specific to this route during final design of the proposed 
project.  

S-1-2 2. Please continue to coordinate with OCTA to ensure 
roadway improvements construction will not interfere in 
the nearby transit services. 

As described in Mitigation Measure TR-1, the Traffic Management Plan 
(TMP) will include identification of alternate bus stops during potential 
short-term bus stop closures. Therefore, the City of Yorba Linda will 
continue to coordinate with OCTA regarding the operation of transit 
services within the vicinity of the proposed project. Impacts to existing 
bus routes in the project vicinity during construction will be addressed 
as part of the TMP. Operation of the proposed project would not 
interfere with any existing transit service in the vicinity.  

S-1-3 3. There is currently an OCTA project 0R310 that proposes 
to widen SR-91. This may impact any improvements being 
proposed by the City of Yorba Linda. The City will need to 
coordinate with Caltrans Project Manager Brian Santos at: 
brian.santos@dot.ca.gov and Caltrans Design Branch. 

The City of Yorba Linda will continue to coordinate with OCTA and 
Caltrans during the final design phase of the proposed project. 
However, based on the proposed improvements to Yorba Linda 
Boulevard and Weir Canyon Road, it is not anticipated that widening of 
SR-91 would affect the design or need for the proposed improvements.  

S-1-4 4.Clarify the status of the existing sidewalk on SB Yorba 
Linda Boulevard. Retaining the existing sidewalk will 
provide continuity for pedestrians since there are existing 
sidewalks north and south of the project site. 

As shown on Figure 2 of the Draft IS/MND, no portion of the sidewalk 
along southbound Yorba Linda Boulevard would be permanently 
removed. A Temporary Construction Easement (TCE) will temporarily 
require closure of portions of the sidewalk. The existing configuration 
of the sidewalk would be maintained in the design of the proposed 
project, thereby providing continuity for pedestrians.  

S-1-5 5. Caltrans supports the removal of the free right-turn lane 
at Savi Ranch Parkway. This improves safety for Active 
Transportation users. 

Caltrans’ support of the removal of the free right-turn lane at Savi 
Ranch Parkway is acknowledged.  

S-1-6 6. Caltrans supports the proposed Class I bike paths on 
Yorba Linda Boulevard and La Palma Avenue. Caltrans also 
supports the connections to the proposed Class I bike path 
on Old Canal Road and to the SART on La Palma Avenue. 
These Class I facilities and connections to Class I facilities 
enhance regional connectivity, encourage Active 
Transportation, improve air quality and public health, 

Caltrans’ support of the Class I bike paths proposed as part of the 
project is acknowledged.  
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Table 2.A: Response to Comments 

Respondent Comment 
Number Comment Response 

reduce congestion and VMT, promote improved first-/last-
mile connections, and increase safety for all modes of 
transportation. 

S-1-7 7. Caltrans encourages the City to continue developing 
Complete Streets facilities that include high-quality 
pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities that are safe and 
comfortable for users of all ages and abilities. This includes 
the development of potential on-street bike facilities, since 
there are existing Class II bike lanes both north and south of 
the project site on Yorba Linda Boulevard/Weir Canyon 
Road. 

The City will continue to develop Complete Streets facilities that 
include elements similar to the proposed project to provide a 
multimodal transportation network with high-quality pedestrian, 
bicycle, and transit facilities within the City.  

S-1-8 8. Continue to coordinate with Caltrans on proposed 
improvements, including proposed Active Transportation 
improvements. 

The City will continue to coordinate with Caltrans on the 
improvements proposed as part of the project and future 
improvements, including future active transportation projects. 

S-1-9 9. The City will need to comply with all temporary impact 
requirements that are listed in the General Construction 
Permit. 

As described in Section 4.10.2.1 of the Draft IS/MND, Standard 
Condition SC-WQ-1 requires City compliance with the Construction 
General Permit. Compliance with SC-WQ-1 addresses potential water 
quality impacts during construction. 

S-1-10 10. The City will also need to comply with all permanent 
impact requirements that are listed in the Orange County 
MS4 NPDES permit. 

Section 4.10.2(a), Operation, of the Draft IS/MND describes the 
project’s requirement to comply with the North Orange County MS4 
Permit. In addition, as described in Section 4.10.2.2, Standard 
Condition SC-WQ-3 requires the City to prepare a Final Water Quality 
Management Plan in compliance with the North Orange County MS4 
Permit. Compliance with SC-WQ-3 addresses potential water quality 
impacts associated with operation of the proposed project.  

S-1-11 11. A Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) will need 
to be prepared and implemented for this project. The 
WQMP must outline specific Treatment BMPs to address all 
permanent impacts. 

Please refer to Response to Comment S-1-10 above. As described in 
Section 4.10.2(a), Operation, of the Draft IS/MND, proposed treatment 
BMPs for the project include Modular Wetlands System Linear Vaults 
(manufactured by BioClean) in compliance with the North Orange 
County MS4 Permit and Green Street requirements. Furthermore, as 
stated in Section 4.10.2.2, Standard Condition SC-WQ-3, the Final 
WQMP will specify the BMPs to be incorporated into the project design 
to target pollutants of concern in runoff from the project area. 

S-1-12 12. Any areas of the project proposed within Caltrans Right 
of Way, especially at the interchanges of SR-91 and Yorba 
Linda Blvd, will be required to obtain an encroachment 
permit that the NPDES unit will need to review in order to 
ensure the project meets Caltrans NPDES permit 
requirements for water quality. 

The commenter’s request for Caltrans NPDES unit review of 
encroachment permits within Caltrans Right of Way is acknowledged. 
Please refer to Section 2.9, Agreements, Permits, and Approvals, of the 
Draft IS/MND for specific encroachment permits that are anticipated to 
be obtained. The City will coordinate with Caltrans to obtain an 
Encroachment Permit for construction activities near the SR-91 on-
ramp. 
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Table 2.A: Response to Comments 

Respondent Comment 
Number Comment Response 

S-1-13 13. Please coordinate with Caltrans in order to meet the 
requirements for any work within or near State Right-of-
Way. A fee may apply. If the cost of work within the State 
right of way is below one Million Dollars, the Encroachment 
Permit process will be handled by our Permits Branch; 
otherwise the permit should be authorized through the 
Caltrans’s Project Development Department. When 
applying for Encroachment Permit, please incorporate all 
Environmental Documentation, SWPPP/WPCP, Hydraulic 
Calculations, R/W certification and all relevant design 
details including design exception approvals. For specific 
details for Encroachment Permits procedure, please refer 
to the Caltrans’s Encroachment Permits Manual. The latest 
edition of the Manual is available on the web site: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/developserv/permits/ 

Please refer to Response to Comment S-1-12 above regarding the need 
for the City to obtain an Encroachment Permit from Caltrans for work 
within the State right-of-way. 

Local 
L-1 
Orange County Transportation 
Authority 
550 South Main Street 
Orange, California 92863 
(714) 560-6282 
November 6, 2020 

L-1-1 As identified in the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration, Section 2 “Project Setting and Description,” 
Subsection 2.3 “Project Characteristics”, Subsection 2.3.3 
“Yorba Linda Boulevard/Weir Canyon Road – SR-91 
Eastbound Ramps to Santa Ana Canyon Road,” Page 2-18, 
the Project will “Restripe Santa Ana Canyon Road from 
Roosevelt Avenue to Weir Canyon Road to convert one 
through lane to become a third left turn lane.” Please note 
that Santa Ana Canyon Road between South Festival Drive 
and Weir Canyon Road is classified as a Major (6-lane, 
divided) arterial on the Master Plan of Arterial Highways. 
The Project will remove a through lane between Roosevelt 
Road and Weir Canyon Road. The City of Yorba Linda staff 
should coordinate with OCTA staff as necessary to maintain 
consistency with the Master Plan of Arterial Highways. 

Because the intersection of Roosevelt Road and Santa Ana Canyon 
Road would not be altered as part of the proposed project, there are 
three through lanes heading east on Santa Ana Canyon Road. At the 
intersection of Weir Canyon Road/Santa Ana Canyon Road, the third 
eastbound through lane would be converted to a third eastbound left-
turn lane to accommodate the high volume of left-turning vehicles. 
East of Weir Canyon Road, the MPAH designates Santa Ana Canyon 
Road as a Primary (4-Lane Divided Roadway), which is consistent with 
the proposed striping. Therefore, the conditions on Santa Ana Canyon 
Road at Roosevelt Road and at Weir Canyon Road are consistent with 
the designations of the MPAH. 

City of Yorba Linda staff would continue to coordinate with OCTA 
during project development and implementation.  

L-2 
Orange County Fire Authority 
1 Fire Authority Way 
Irvine, CA 92602 
November 5, 2020 

L-2-1 The project is subject to review by the City and the OCFA 
for various construction document plan checks for the 
applicable fire life safety codes and regulations. The project 
will be subject to the current editions of the CBC, CFC and 
related codes. 
 

As stated in Section 4.9 of the Draft IS/MND, the proposed project 
would adhere to applicable requirements from the most current (2016) 
California Fire Code (CFC). However, the proposed improvements 
include roadway widening and pedestrian/bicycle facilities and no 
habitable structures would be constructed as part of the proposed 
improvements. Furthermore, as described in Mitigation Measure TR-1, 
the construction contractor shall coordinate with OCFA regarding all 
construction activities prior to the start of construction.  
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Table 2.A: Response to Comments 

Respondent Comment 
Number Comment Response 

 L-2-2 Coordinate with OCFA for any street closures to ensure 
OCFA can respond and access structures. 

As discussed in Section 4.17 of the Draft IS/MND, a TMP would be 
developed as part of Mitigation Measure TR-1, which would require 
the City of Yorba Linda, as the Lead Agency, to coordinate with the 
emergency service providers, including OCFA, regarding temporary 
lane closures and speed reductions. Coordination for the development 
of the TMP (per Mitigation Measure TR-1), would allow OCFA and 
Anaheim Fire and Rescue to provide input on the various provisions to 
ensure continuous and adequate emergency access within the project 
limits during the construction process. During project operation, access 
for emergency service providers would be improved as a result of the 
roadway improvements. Therefore, emergency access for OCFA would 
be maintained within the project area.  

L-2-3 Coordinate with OCFA for any changes or interruptions of 
water supply systems for fire hydrants and automatic fire 
sprinkler systems. 

As described in Section 4.19 of the Draft IS/MND, implementation of 
the proposed project would not necessitate new or expanded water 
entitlements, and YLWD and the Public Utilities Department would be 
able to accommodate the demand for potable water without a 
disruption of service to existing customers. Nevertheless, the City 
would continue to coordinate with OCFA during final design and 
construction to ensure that no unanticipated interruptions of water 
supply systems would impact OCFA’s ability to maintain their service 
capabilities.  

L-2-4 A water supply system to supply fire hydrants and 
automatic fire sprinkler systems is required. Fire flow and 
hydrant spacing shall meet the minimums identified in the 
codes. Please refer to the California Fire Code Appendix 
section. These tables are also located in OCFA Guideline 
B09, Attachment 23.  

As stated in Section 4.9 of the Draft IS/MND, the proposed project 
would adhere to applicable requirements from the most current (2016) 
California Fire Code. However, the proposed project includes roadway 
widening and pedestrian and bicycle facilities. No habitable structures 
are included in the proposed project that would require the 
implementation of additional fire hydrants or sprinklers. 

L-2-5 Ensure that the proposed project meets California Fire 
Code, OCFA Fire Master Plans for Commercial & Residential 
Development (B-O9) Guidelines, and OCFA Architectural 
Review (E-04) Guidelines. 

The proposed project includes roadway widening and pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities. No commercial or residential development is included 
in the proposed project that would require review by OCFA. 

L-2-6 In addition, we would like to point out that all standard 
conditions with regard to development, including water 
supply, built-in fire protection systems, road grades and 
width, access, building materials, and the like will be 
applied to this project at the time of plan submittal. Thank 
you for providing us with this information. Please contact 
me at 714-573-6177 if you have any questions. 

The proposed project includes roadway widening and pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities. No commercial or residential development is included 
in the proposed project. 
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Table 2.A: Response to Comments 

Respondent Comment 
Number Comment Response 

L-3 
City of Anaheim 
200 S. Anaheim Boulevard, 
Suite 276 
Anaheim, CA 92805 
(714) 765-5176 
November 6, 2020 

L-3-1 Globally Remove “South” from in front of Weir Canyon 
Road. “South” is part of street addressing, and is never used 
in the street name. This occurs several times on Page 2-1; 
Pages 2-5, 2-20, 4-103 (twice); 4-104, and 4-145. 

References to “South Weir Canyon Road” have been revised to “Weir 
Canyon Road” on Page 2-1, Pages 2-5, 2-20, 4-103 (twice), 4-104, and 
4-145. See Section 3.0 (Errata) of the Final IS/MND below. 

L-3-2 Page 2-5, Section 2.2.2.1 - Add “Avenue” in front of “La 
Palma”. 

The reference to “La Palma” has been revised to “La Palma Avenue” on 
Page 2-5, Section 2.2.2.1. “Avenue” has not been added in front of “La 
Palma” as there is no street called “Avenue La Palma.” See Section 3.0 
(Errata) of the Final IS/MND below. 

L-3-3 Page 2-20, Section 2.9 - Are there any work agreements 
necessary to be implemented on La Palma Avenue to add 
the 16-foot bike path? 

All required permits and agreements that would be required to 
implement components of the proposed project are included in 
Section 2.9 of the Draft IS/MND. The bike path along La Palma Avenue 
would be constructed within the existing public right-of-way, and no 
permanent or temporary easements or acquisitions would be required. 
No revisions to the IS/MND have been made in response to this 
comment.  

L-3-4 Page 2-20, Section 2.9 - Figure 2, sheets 1 and 2 show 
striping improvements, and possible median modifications 
within the Caltrans Right of Way. Caltrans will likely require 
encroachment permits to allow for these modifications. 
This should be at least recognized in Section 2.9, where it 
discusses agreements needed from other agencies. 

Please refer to Section 2.9, Agreements, Permits, and Approvals, for 
specific permits anticipated to be obtained. As stated in Section 2.9.4 
of the Draft IS/MND, the City will coordinate with Caltrans to obtain an 
Encroachment Permit for construction activities near the SR-91 on-
ramp. 

L-3-5 Page 4-133, Section 4.17.1 – The third paragraph should 
start with: “Five signalized study intersections are located 
on Yorba Linda Boulevard/Weir Canyon Road…” 

Page 4-133, Section 4.17.1 has been revised to include “Weir Canyon 
Road” after “Yorba Linda Boulevard.” See Section 3.0 (Errata) of the 
Final IS/MND below. 

L-3-6 Section 4-17 - General comment: Intersection 4 is 
technically Weir Canyon Road/SR-91 EB Ramps, since the 
street name change occurs at the SR-91 Freeway bridge. 

Page 4-133 and Table 4.13.E have been revised to clarify the name of 
the intersection as “Weir Canyon Road/SR-91 Eastbound Ramps”, see 
Section 3.0 (Errata) of the Final IS/MND below. While it is noted that 
the roadway name transitions at the SR-91 freeway bridge, this request 
does not alter the analysis or conclusions contained in the IS/MND.  

L-3-7 Section 4-17 - May require minor revisions based on 
comments below on the traffic memo. 

Please refer to Responses to Comments L-3-9 through L-3-14, which 
address comments on the traffic memo. Revisions that have been 
made in response to these comments are acknowledged in the specific 
comment response.  

L-3-8 Page 1, Second paragraph - Both Yorba Linda Blvd and Weir 
Canyon Road are six-lane divided arterial streets, so their 
capacity is the same. For a six-lane divided facility, the LOS 
C capacity is 45,000 vehicles per day (vpd). More than 
45,000 vpd would result in a LOS of D or worse, which is 
considered deficient per the Anaheim General Plan 
Circulation Element. 

The comment refers to the second paragraph of Page 1 of the Traffic 
Memorandum, which states, “While the City of Anaheim Circulation 
Element does not state average daily traffic (ADT) volume capacity for 
the roadway classifications stated therein, other Anaheim planning 
documents have used a daily capacity of 47,000 vehicles to analyze 
Yorba Linda Boulevard north of SR-91. South of SR-91, the City of 
Anaheim Circulation Element classifies Weir Canyon Road as a Scenic 
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Expressway (four to six divided lanes). Citywide planning documents 
for Anaheim have not provided a daily capacity for this portion of the 
roadway.” 

While this comment provides a clarification on the assumptions made 
in the Traffic Memorandum, the use of 45,000 vpd for LOS D as 
deficient per the City of Anaheim’s standards does not alter the 
analysis or conclusions contained in the IS/MND, nor does it affect the 
levels of service calculated in the Traffic Memorandum. As described in 
the Traffic Memorandum, traffic volume data collected in October 
2019 found 55,000 ADT north of SR-91 and 52,500 ADT south of SR-91. 
These traffic volumes exceed the capacity of the roadway as classified 
in planning documents and exceed the anticipated daily capacity of the 
roadway as constructed. As shown in Table 4.13.E of the IS/MND, the 
proposed project would not degrade the LOS at any intersections and 
is consistent with the City of Yorba Linda or City of Anaheim traffic 
study guidelines in 2035 General Plan Buildout Conditions. As such, no 
revisions have been made to the IS/MND in response to this comment.  

L-3-9 Page 2, Study Area - Paragraph should start with: “Five 
signalized study intersections are located on Yorba Linda 
Boulevard/Weir Canyon Road…” 

This comment requests that the sentence “Five signalized intersections 
are located on Yorba Linda Boulevard within the project limits” on Page 
2 of the Traffic Memorandum be revised to state “Five signalized study 
intersections are located on Yorba Linda Boulevard/Weir Canyon 
Road….” While it is noted that the roadway name transitions at the SR-
91 freeway bridge, this revision has been made to Page 4-133 of the 
IS/MND. See Section 3.0 (Errata) of the Final IS/MND below. The 
conclusions of the analysis made in the Traffic Memorandum and 
summarized in the Draft IS/MND have not been changed as a result of 
this comment. As such, no revisions have been made to the Traffic 
Memorandum in response to this comment. This editorial request does 
not alter the analysis or conclusions contained in the Draft IS/MND, nor 
does it affect the levels of service calculated in the Traffic 
Memorandum. As such, no revisions have been made to the Traffic 
Memorandum; however the clarification is made in Section 3.0 (Errata) 
of the Final IS/MND below.  

L-3-10 Page 6, Weir Canyon Road/Santa Ana Canyon Road - Study 
does not make a case as to why a second southbound right-
turn lane should be added. Please elaborate as to why the 
right-turn lane should be added, since this will result in 
signal timing mods to account for increased pedestrian 
crossing time on a minor movement. 

Please refer to Section 2.3 of the Draft IS/MND. Intersections within 
the project limits have inadequate vehicle storage due to short turn 
pocket lengths. The addition of a second southbound right-turn lane 
would improve corridor operations along La Palma Avenue and Yorba 
Linda Boulevard by providing additional storage for turning 
movements by providing additional vehicle storage.  
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L-3-11 General comment - Intersection 4 is technically Weir 
Canyon Road/SR-91 EB Ramps, since the street name 
change occurs at the SR-91 Freeway bridge. 

This comment requests that the sentence “Five signalized intersections 
are located on Yorba Linda Boulevard within the project limits” on Page 
2 of the Traffic Memorandum be revised to state “Five signalized study 
intersections are located on Yorba Linda Boulevard/Weir Canyon 
Road….” While it is noted that the roadway name transitions at the SR-
91 freeway bridge, this revision has been made to Page 4-133 of the 
IS/MND, as shown in Section 3.0 (Errata) of the Final IS/MND below. 
The conclusions of the analysis made in the Traffic Memorandum and 
summarized in the Draft IS/MND would not change as a result of this 
comment. See Section 3.0 (Errata) for the clarification made in the 
IS/MND. This editorial request does not alter the analysis or 
conclusions contained in the IS/MND, nor does it affect the levels of 
service calculated in the Traffic Memorandum. As such, no revisions 
have been made to the Traffic Memorandum in response to this 
comment. 

L-3-12 Page 2, Traffic Volume Development - Recommend 
including traffic counts in the appendix, reference location 
on 

This comment suggests that the traffic counts obtained in May 2019 be 
included in an Appendix to the Traffic Memorandum. The traffic counts 
obtained for the Traffic Memorandum as show on Figures 2 and 3. In 
addition, the data sheets are provided as Attachment B to the Final 
IS/MND. The comment does not contain any substantive statements or 
questions about the environmental analysis or conclusions contained 
in the Draft IS/MND or the analysis therein; therefore, no further 
response is necessary. 

L-3-13 Attachment A, Figure 4 - Intersection 5 SB lane 
configuration does not match project description. 
 

This comment identifies a discrepancy between the Proposed 
Intersection Geometrics displayed in Figure 4 of Attachment A to the 
Traffic Memorandum and in the project description. Figure 4 displays 
one southbound right-turn lane from Weir Canyon Road onto Santa 
Ana Canyon Road, while the project description describes two 
southbound right-turn lanes at this intersection. While the figure 
reflects an earlier iteration of the proposed improvements, the project 
description and analysis in the Memorandum and the Draft IS/MND 
are consistent with the proposed improvements. Additionally, two 
southbound turn lanes were assessed in the Traffic Memorandum. The 
revision to Figure 4 does not change the conclusions of the analysis in 
the Traffic Memorandum. Therefore, the impact conclusions are 
accurate and no revisions to the Draft IS/MND are needed. 
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L-4 
OC Public Works  
601 North Ross Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 
November 6, 2020 

L-4-1 Page 27. Figure 2, Sheet 3 of 4. The proposed bridge 
widening, and its associated impacts are items of particular 
interest. Please consider including the bridge footprint and 
impacts on one sheet. 

Figure 2 is intended to show an overview of the project improvements 
over the entire project limits. For impacts specific to the bridge work, 
please refer to Figures 5 and 6, which show the temporary and 
permanent impacts associated with the bridge widening in greater 
detail. No revisions to the IS/MND have been made in response to this 
comment.  

L-4-2 Page 27 (global for all exhibits). Include exhibit match lines 
between sheets. 

A box showing match lines that demonstrate the 
orientation/relationship between multi-sheet figures is included on all 
multi-sheet figures in the IS/MND. No revisions to the IS/MND have 
been made in response to this comment.  

L-4-3 Page 2-20. Section 2.9.3. Second bullet. Does the 
permanent easements for operation and maintenance for 
the widening of Yorba Linda Boulevard also include what is 
needed for maintenance of mitigation sites? It should be 
included for consideration for any easements required for 
operation and maintenance of the widening of Yorba Linda 
Boulevard within Orange County Flood Control District 
(OCFCD) facilities along the Santa Ana River. 
 

As shown on Figure 2 (Sheet 3 of 4), the proposed widening of Yorba 
Linda Boulevard and intersection improvements at La Palma Avenue 
would not require temporary or permanent easements that would 
impact the existing access road from La Palma Avenue to the City of 
Anaheim mitigation site or to OCFCD facilities along the Santa Ana 
River. Vehicle and pedestrian access to these areas would be 
maintained via the existing access roads. In addition, the location of 
mitigation sites and associated easements and maintenance 
agreements required for potentially significant impacts to biological 
resources will be identified in coordination with the agencies with 
jurisdiction during final design and permitting. The permanent 
easements described in the Draft IS/MND only include the areas 
required for the proposed improvements. No revisions have been 
made to the IS/MND in response to this comment. 

L-4-4 Page 4-57. RC-BIO-2. Other proposed mitigation measures 
offer an alternative mitigation plan such as purchase of 
credits via mitigation bank. The County prefers to maintain 
this open-ended approach consistent across the entire 
document. 

The City of Yorba Linda considers RC-BIO-2 to be mandatory; therefore, 
it is not considered mitigation. RC-BIO-2, describes the regulatory 
requirements for consultation with CDFW. This regulatory requirement 
does not describe the suite of potential mitigation options. Mitigation 
Measure BIO-6, Restoration and/or Compensatory Habitat 
Replacement, identifies mechanisms for implementation of habitat 
replacement, including purchasing of credits at a mitigation bank. The 
option to purchase credits at a mitigation bank is maintained 
throughout the proposed mitigation measures as a viable option for 
habitat replacement. 
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 L-4-5 Page 4-60. BIO-4. Pre-construction surveys for migratory 
bird species are no more than 72 hours ahead of start of 
construction but special-status species must be confirmed 
absent no more than 24 hours. Please clarify if more than 
one pre-construction clearance survey is needed if the first 
survey was done within the 72-hour window but greater 
than the 24-hour window? 

Mitigation Measure BIO-4 describes the methodology for 
preconstruction surveys related to special-status species and stated 
these surveys shall take place no more than 24 hours prior to 
commencement of work activities. As such, one preconstruction 
clearance survey would be conducted in the 24-hour period 
immediately preceding the commencement of the construction period.  

Regulatory Compliance Measure RC-BIO-3 describes preconstruction 
surveys for migratory bird species and states that a nesting bird survey 
must be conducted within 3 days prior to ground disturbance. 
Therefore, if the nesting bird survey is conducted within the 72-hour 
window for all nesting birds, but greater than the 24-hour window, 
another survey for the special-status species listed in Mitigation 
Measure BIO-4 would be required within the 24-hour window.  

L-4-6 Appendix D – Biological Report. Page 23. "The proposed 
project is expected to result in a small quantity of 
permanent impacts to native riparian habitat in the Santa 
Ana River that will require placement of an equal or greater 
amount of native riparian habitat, subject to OC Public 
Works approval." The County's sites are often subject to be 
maintained in perpetuity. Provide additional information on 
who will be maintaining the replaced, restored habitat 
post-project? 
 

The City of Yorba Linda, as a party to the Santa Ana River Canyon 
Habitat Management Plan (SARCHMP) (OCFCD 2009) would be 
responsible for the maintenance of the replaced and restored habitat 
during project operation. Additional details regarding the specifics of 
the maintenance agreement for mitigation sites will developed with 
the County and resource agencies prior to construction during final 
design and permitting. 

Additions and/or revisions have not been incorporated into the 
Biological Resources Report because the information contained in that 
report has been summarized in the Draft IS/MND and any clarifications 
have been made through the response to comments provided herein. 
Any revisions required for the Draft IS/MND are provided in Section 3.0 
(Errata) of the Final IS/MND below. 

L-4-7 Page 27. BIO-1. Per the County's internal mapping program, 
the parcels immediately adjacent to the bridge are owned 
by OCFCD. Where are the applicable areas adjacent to the 
proposed project limits would on-site mitigation occur? 
 

The measures in Appendix D were provided as recommendations 
during the initial biological technical study for the proposed project 
and were used to inform the mitigation measures included in the 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) that will be 
adopted as provided in Section 4.0 the Final IS/MND. Measure BIO-1 in 
Appendix D (Biological Resources Report) provides the basis for 
Mitigation Measure BIO-12 of the Draft IS/MND, which states, prior to 
the start of construction activities, the City of Yorba Linda shall discuss 
and agree upon restoration and/or replacement of native habitat 
within the Santa Ana River Canyon Habitat Management Plan 
(SARCHMP) with OC Public Works. Similarly, the City of Yorba Linda 
shall discuss and agree upon habitat restoration and/or replacement 
for impacts within the City of Anaheim’s Habitat Mitigation Plan area 
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with the City of Anaheim and the federal and State resource agencies 
during Section 7 Consultation. 

A Section 7 Consultation initiation conference was held on April 29, 
2020 with OC Public Works and other agency representatives to 
identify potential habitat along the Santa Ana River immediately 
adjacent to the project limits within OCFCD’s jurisdiction with the 
potential for mitigation opportunities. Specific locations for restoration 
and/or replacement of habitat will be identified in coordination with 
OC Public Works as part of the completion of the Section 7 
Consultation process, prior to the start of construction activities. 

L-4-8 Page 28. BIO-2. Suggest including a requirement for fiber 
rolls to be biodegradable. 
 

This recommendation does not comment on the adequacy of the 
environmental analysis; therefore, no revisions have been made to the 
IS/MND in response to this comment. However, the City will include 
this recommendation in the construction specifications. 

As stated above, additions and/or revisions have not been 
incorporated into the Biological Resources Report because the 
information contained in that report has been summarized in the 
IS/MND. This request has been added to Mitigation Measure BIO-2, as 
shown in Section 3.0 (Errata) of the Final IS/MND below.  

L-4-9 Page 32. BIO-6. Other proposed restoration measures 
include alternatives for restoration such as mitigation bank 
credit purchases. This should be consistent for all measures 
that involve OC Public Works. 

Please refer to Response to Comment L-4-5, which describes how 
options for restoration are described in the Regulatory Compliance 
measure, and mitigation measures identified in Section 4.4 of the 
IS/MND.  

L-4-10 Page 32. BIO-6. Measure should end after "...as deemed 
necessary by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife." 
 

In the Biological Resource Report, Measure BIO-7, which is also 
described on Page 32, contains this language. The measures in 
Appendix D were provided as recommendations during the initial 
biological technical study for the project and were used to inform the 
mitigation measures that will be adopted as provided in the MMRP, 
Section 4.0 of the Final IS/MND below. Measure BIO-6 is in Appendix D 
to the Biological Resources Report. Measure BIO-6 provided the basis 
for Regulatory Compliance Measure (RC) BIO-2 of the Draft IS/MND 
because the City of Yorba Linda considers this measure to be 
mandatory.  

The portion of RC BIO-2 after the statement "...as deemed necessary 
by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife” describes how 
habitat restoration and/or replacement would be coordinated with OC 
Public Works and the City of Anaheim for consistency with the Santa 
Ana River Canyon Habitat Management Plan (SARCHMP) and the City 
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of Anaheim’s Habitat Mitigation Plan. Because this coordination is 
mandatory, this portion of the measure will not be revised. No 
revisions to the IS/MND or the Biological Resources Report have been 
made in response to this comment.  

L-4-11 Page 34. CDFW and USFWS are already defined and 
acronym provided earlier. For consistency, use acronyms 
for all future references. 

The acronyms are used globally with the exception of within the 
mitigation measures, in which they are defined at each use for clarity 
during the implementation of the measures.  

L-4-12 Page 34. BIO-11. Please confirm if this measure is to 
minimize potential impacts. Preceding paragraph states 
BIO-11 is for "avoiding" impacts to Santa Ana sucker. 
Avoidance and minimization measures are defined 
separately when it comes to impacts. Please clarify. 
 

As stated on Page 34 of the Biological Resources Report and Page 4-51 
of the Draft IS/MND, the widening of the bridge would result in direct 
impacts in the form of permanent loss of Open Water and Freshwater 
Marsh habitat due to installation of the pier walls and permanent 
shade from the widened bridge. These two habitat types may support 
the Santa Ana sucker. Measure BIO-11 in the Biological Resources 
Report provided recommendations that were used to develop the 
Mitigation Measure BIO-7 provided in the Draft IS/MND. As stated on 
page 4-51 of the Draft IS/MND, with adherence to RC-BIO-1 and with 
implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-6 and BIO-7, impacts to 
Santa Ana sucker would be reduced to less than significant.  

L-4-13 Page 37. BIO-15. It is suggested that "winter months" be 
defined for consistency. Please confirm which months are 
inappropriate for bat eviction. Are bat evictions allowed in 
November or March as only September or October are 
suggested as months for humane evictions and exclusions 
of roosting bats? 
 

Exclusion should be performed between September 1 and October 31 
to the greatest extent feasible. No exclusion can occur during the 
winter/hibernation season, which typically begins in November or 
December (depending on weather conditions) and continues through 
mid-February but often into March, due to the high potential for 
mortality of hibernating or torpid bats.  

Dependent upon weather conditions and at a CDFW-approved bat 
biologist’s discretion, it may be possible to perform an 
eviction/exclusion in November or March if the forecasted nighttime 
low temperatures on the evening of removal and the subsequent four 
evenings do not drop below 45˚F and if there is no rain or high wind in 
the forecast. Because weather conditions are variable and 
unpredictable in the fall and spring months, “winter months” are 
considered to generally be November through March. Page 4-62 of the 
IS/MND has been revised to clarify the definition of the term winter 
months as “generally November through March” within Mitigation 
Measure BIO-9. See Section 3.0 (Errata) of the Final IS/MND below. 
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L-4-14 Page 45. BIO-25. Santa Ana River Canyon Habitat 
Management Plan (SARCHMP) is managed in perpetuity by 
the County of Orange. Please provide additional 
information on long-term management for mitigation 
within the SARCHMP and/or County right-of way. 
 

Measure BIO-25 of the Biological Resources Report was used to 
provide input for Mitigation Measure BIO-12 of the IS/MND, which 
requires restoration and/or replacement of native habitat within 
SARCHMP areas as discussed and agreed upon with OC Public Works. 
With regard to post-construction maintenance, or operational, 
activities (e.g., tree trimming or road maintenance) pertaining to the 
proposed project, there would be no adverse impacts to the SARCHMP 
Habitat Management Area that did not exist prior to implementation 
and completion of the proposed project. 

In addition, as described in Mitigation Measure BIO-12, permittee-
responsible mitigation areas shall be monitored for 5 years post-
restoration to ensure successful establishment of plant communities. 
Additional details related to the maintenance of mitigation sites will be 
identified and agreed upon prior to construction, during final design 
and permitting, once the nature of the proposed mitigation efforts is 
determined and the mitigation site(s) are selected. Therefore, the 
proposed project is not anticipated to result in any new or increased 
operational impacts to the SARCHMP Habitat Management Area. The 
mitigation of any unanticipated impacts to the Habitat Management 
Area would be coordinated with OC Public Works by the City. No 
revisions to the IS/MND or Biological Resources Report have been 
made in response to this comment.  

L-4-15 The County requires more detail regarding what the 
mitigation requirements are and plans for maintenance and 
monitoring if the proposed mitigation sites occur on OC 
Public Works' right-of-way. Please be advised, most of OC 
Public Works' mitigation sites are required to be 
maintained in perpetuity. Please provide more details on 
mitigation site location, performance criteria, and long-
term management plans. 
 

As stated in Mitigation Measure BIO-12 of the IS/MND, the City of 
Yorba Linda shall discuss and agree upon restoration and/or 
replacement of native habitat within the SARCHMP Habitat 
Management Area with OC Public Works. The City acknowledges the 
comment’s advisory notice that most OC Public Works sites are 
maintained in perpetuity. The details of a mitigation site maintenance 
agreement will be determined in coordination with OC Public Works 
during this coordination and approval process once appropriate 
mitigation sites are identified.  

Mitigation Measure BIO-12 states that permittee-responsible 
mitigation areas shall be monitored for 5 years post-restoration to 
ensure successful establishment of plant communities. The details of a 
post-restoration monitoring plan will be determined as part of this 
approval process because the specific criteria for success will 
determine the final location of the mitigation site. 
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L-4-16 Please provide an explanation for the discrepancy of the 
number of mitigation measures included the IS/MND and 
Appendix D Biological Resources Report. 

The Biological Resources Report contains recommended measures, 
Measures BIO-1 through BIO-23, which were developed in the initial 
technical study process of the project analysis. These recommended 
measures are contained in the Draft IS/MND and were used to develop 
the list of Regulatory Compliance Measures (RCs), Standard Conditions 
(SCs), and mitigation measures included in the Draft IS/MND and in 
Section 4.0 (MMRP) of the Final IS/MND below. The City of Yorba Linda 
considers the actions described in the RCs and SCs to be mandatory; 
therefore, they are not considered mitigation, but are included as 
environmental commitments for the proposed project to adequately 
avoid potential impacts.  

Components of separate measures described in the Biological 
Resources Report have been condensed into fewer mitigation 
measures in the Draft IS/MND where recommendations were similar 
for varying impacts and agency requirements. The Draft IS/MND 
contains all mitigation recommended by the Biological Resources 
Report that is required to adequately mitigate potentially significant 
impacts under CEQA. The mitigation measures listed in the Draft 
IS/MND will be adopted upon adoption of the MND and are included in 
the MMRP for implementation and tracking during final design, 
construction, and operation. 

L-4-17 The County has an OC Loop Bikeway Project in the vicinity 
(Segment H); however, there are no conflicts with the 
proposed project. 

The location of the OC Loop Bikeway Project (Segment H) in the 
vicinity, as identified by the commenter, is acknowledged.   

L-4-18 Santa Ana River Parkway has several on-going Army Corps 
of Engineers (ACOE) projects under construction, east 
around Gypsum Canyon Road. For Yorba Linda Boulevard 
widening, please coordinate with ACOE's construction 
work. The bridge widening will require significant 
regulatory permits, including but not limited to: ACOE, 
California Department of Fish & Game/U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

The City will coordinate with the ACOE to avoid conflicts during the 
construction of the proposed project and to obtain the necessary 
regulatory permits. Refer to Section 2.9, Agreements, Permits, and 
Approvals, for a list of permits that are anticipated for the proposed 
project at this time. 

L-4-19 Work over or within the Santa Ana River requires a 
County encroachment permit through the OCFCD. 
Please visit website to start application 
https://myoceservices.ocgov.com LMS Link, and contact 
the County Property Permits at (714) 667-8888. Any haul 
routes or ramp access will also require encroachment 
permits. 

As discussed in Section 2.9.3, an Encroachment Permit from the OCFCD 
would be obtained for the proposed project for construction activities 
near their facilities along the Santa Ana River.  
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Table 2.A: Response to Comments 

Respondent Comment 
Number Comment Response 

L-4-20 Page 2-20 of the IS/MND. It appears the City of Yorba Linda 
is planning to coordinate with the County to obtain 
necessary encroachment permits and easements for 
construction activities, operations, and maintenance 
needed along Santa Ana River Trail (SART). Please contact 
Helen Edwards at helen.edwards@ocparks.com for a 
permit application and related requirements. 

The comment provides contact information for the City’s coordination 
with the County for the necessary encroachment permits and 
easements for construction activities, operations, and maintenance 
needed along the SART. The comment does not contain any 
substantive statements or questions about the environmental analysis 
or conclusions contained in the IS/MND or the analysis therein. 
Therefore, no further response is necessary. 

 L-4-21 OC Parks concurs with the verbiage on page 4-135 
indicating the need and requirements for detours and 
signage in the case of anticipated closures of the SART at 
Yorba Linda Boulevard. The OC Parks encroachment permit 
will document the specific requirements related to trail 
detours, required signage, etc. 

The City would obtain the necessary OC Parks encroachment permit 
and the project would comply with the specific requirements 
contained in the permit.  

L-4-22 OC Parks has reviewed the IS/MND for any impacts to the 
proposed OC Loop Bikeway, and has confirmed that the 
project does NOT impact the OC Loop project as Segment H 
(El Cajon Bikeway) is located west of Yorba Regional Park 
and the City's proposed project is located well to the east. 

OC Public Works determination that there are no impacts to the 
proposed OC Loop Bikeway Project (Segment H) is acknowledged.  

L-4-23 The Proposed projects are within the City of Anaheim and 
the City of Yorba Linda jurisdiction. Since the Cities are 
responsible for land use planning and development within 
their municipal limits, the Cities should review and approve 
all local hydrology and hydraulic analyses. The project 
proponent should ensure that the proposed development is 
adequately protected from flooding in a 100-year storm 
event. 

Please refer to Section 4.10.2(c)(ii) of the Draft IS/MND. As specified in 
Standard Condition SC-WQ-4, a Final Drainage Report would be 
required to be prepared by the City of Yorba Linda, which would verify 
that the increase in stormwater runoff would be accommodated by the 
existing storm drain system 

L-4-24 The City of Anaheim and City of Yorba Linda, as floodplain 
administrators, should ensure that floodplains are properly 
identified and that structures are located outside the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 100-year 
floodplain, or designed in conformance with local floodplain 
ordinances, and FEMA regulations. 
 

The widening of the Yorba Linda Boulevard bridge would encroach on 
the 100-year floodplain. However, the Santa Ana River Preliminary 
Hydrology and Hydraulics memorandum prepared for the proposed 
project indicated there would be adequate freeboard1 available at the 
levee to accommodate the increase in water surface elevation. As 
such, the 100-year storm event would continue to be contained within 
the Santa Ana River channel. Although the proposed project would 
place additional materials within the floodplain, the project would not 
place new structures within a floodplain that could impede or redirect 
flow. Rather, the improvements to the existing pier walls would allow 
floodwaters to continue being conveyed downstream through the 
piers. 
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Table 2.A: Response to Comments 

Respondent Comment 
Number Comment Response 

As stated in Standard Condition WQ-5, the proposed project would 
comply with all FEMA and City requirements regulating development 
within a floodplain. The project would comply with Section 15.12, 
Flood Damage Protection, of the City Municipal Code to obtain either a 
floodplain development permit or a variance from the City Floodplain 
Administrator. Additionally, the City Floodplain Administrator would 
coordinate with the OCFCD and FEMA to determine if a Conditional 
Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) and a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) 
are required for the project. 

Though the improvements associated with the proposed project would 
encroach on a 100-year floodplain, the project would comply with all 
local floodplain ordinances and FEMA regulations for design.  

L-4-25 
 

All work within or adjacent to any OCFCD right-of-way or 
flood control facilities shall be conducted so as not to 
adversely impact the structural integrity, hydrology, 
hydraulic flow conditions, access and maintainability of the 
channel. Due to this project's impact to the federally-
constructed Santa Ana River Project, the OCFCD will review 
and provide comments during the OC Public Work 
Encroachment Permit application process. For information 
regarding the permit application process and other details 
please refer to the Encroachment Permits Section link on 
the OC Public Works website: http:// 
www.ocpublicworks.com/ds/permits/encroachment 
permits. Technical reviews and approvals for the proposed 
work will be accomplished within the permit process. 

Refer to Comment L-4-24 for additional information on project 
compliance with all local floodplain ordinances and FEMA regulations 
for design. The comment does not contain any substantive statements 
or questions about the environmental analysis or conclusions 
contained in the IS/MND or the analysis therein. Therefore, no further 
response is necessary. 

1 Freeboard is the distance between the top of the water surface and the top of the levee. 

°F = degrees Fahrenheit 
BMP = best management practice 
Caltrans = California Department of Transportation 
CBC = California Building Code 
CDFW = California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
CEQA = California Environmental Quality Act 
City = City of Yorba Linda 
County = County of Orange 
EB = eastbound 
IS/MND = Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 

LOS = level of service 
MMRP = Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
MPAH = Master Plan of Arterial Highways 
MS4 = Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
NPDES = National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
OC Public Works = Orange County Public Works 
OCFA = Orange County Fire Authority 
OCTA = Orange County Transportation Authority 
R/W = right-of-way 
SART = Santa Ana River Trail 

SB = southbound 
SR-91 = State Route 91 
SWPPP = Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
USFWS = United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
VMT = vehicle miles traveled 
WPCP = Water Pollution Control Plan 
YLWD = Yorba Linda Water District 
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2.1 S-1 CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
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2.2 L-1 ORANGE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (OCTA) 
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2.3 L-2 ORANGE COUNTY FIRE AUTHORITY (OCFA)  
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2.4 L-3 CITY OF ANAHEIM  
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2.5 L-4 ORANGE COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS (OC PUBLIC WORKS) 
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3.0 ERRATA 

The following corrections and additions are set forth to update the IS/MND in response to 
comments received during the public review period. Changes are listed by the corresponding 
IS/MND section, subsection, if applicable, and page number. Additions and corrections to the 
IS/MND are provided in underline and strikeout text (as shown) to indicate additions and deletions 
to the IS/MND, respectively. The changes described in this section are generally minor changes that 
do not constitute significant new information, change the conclusions of the environmental analysis, 
or require recirculation of the document (State California Environmental Quality Act [CEQA] 
Guidelines Section 15088.5). 

Pages 2-1, 2-5, 2-20, 4-103, 4-104, and 4-145, Removal of “South” from “South Weir Canyon Road: 

• The project limits measures approximately 0.40 mile (mi) along Yorba Linda Boulevard between 
La Palma Avenue and the State Route 91 (SR-91) westbound off-ramp and 0.10 mi along South 
Weir Canyon Road between the SR-91 eastbound off-ramp and Santa Ana Canyon Road. 

• Adjacent land uses within the project vicinity consist of commercial/retail development on the 
east and west sides of Yorba Linda Boulevard and South Weir Canyon Road. 

• The City of Anaheim General Plan Circulation Element classifies South Weir Canyon Road as a 
Scenic Expressway (four to six lane divided facility) and the portion of Yorba Linda Boulevard 
within the City of Anaheim’s jurisdiction is classified as a Primary Arterial (i.e., divided arterial 
highway with six travel lanes and no parking or four travel lanes and parking).  

• The land uses east of South Weir Canyon Road within the City of Anaheim’s jurisdiction are 
designated as Low Office. Land uses west of South Weir Canyon Road and Yorba Linda Boulevard 
are designated as General Commercial.  

• The City of Anaheim Zoning Map identifies General Commercial to the east and west of South 
Weir Canyon Road and west of Yorba Linda Boulevard within the project limits.  

• An Encroachment Permit for construction activities on the southbound lanes of Yorba Linda 
Boulevard and on South Weir Canyon Road 

• To the east of South Weir Canyon Road, the City of Anaheim General Plan designates the land 
use as Commercial Recreation north of Santa Ana Canyon Road and Open Space south of Santa 
Ana Canyon Road. To the east of South Weir Canyon Road, the City of Anaheim General Plan 
designates the land as Low Office south of Santa Ana Canyon Road and General Commercial 
north of Santa Ana Canyon Road. 

• The City of Anaheim General Plan Circulation Element (2018) classifies South Weir Canyon Road 
as a Scenic Expressway (four to six lane divided facility) and the portion of Yorba Linda 
Boulevard within the City of Anaheim’s jurisdiction is classified as a Primary Arterial (i.e., divided 
arterial highway with six travel lanes and no parking or four travel lanes and parking). 
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• The City of Anaheim establishes its own map of Fire Protection Areas, while the City of Yorba 
Linda adopted the CAL FIRE designations. For the portion of the project limits that extend from 
South Weir Canyon Road to SR-91, the City of Anaheim designates a Special Protection Area 
(City of Anaheim, 2004b). 

Page 2-5, Added “Avenue” after “La Palma”: 

• General Commercial and Public Recreation are identified to the east of Yorba Linda 
Boulevard south of La Palma Avenue and Public Recreation is identified to the west. 

Page 4-62, Added definition of “winter months” in Mitigation Measure BIO-9: 

• Winter months (generally November through March) are also inappropriate for bat eviction 
because not all individuals in a roost will emerge on any given night. 

Page 4-133, Added “/Weir Canyon Road” after “Yorba Linda Boulevard”: 

• Five signalized intersections are located on Yorba Linda Boulevard/Weir Canyon Road within 
the project limits. 

Page 4-133, Table 4.13.Echanged “Yorba Linda Boulevard/SR-91 Eastbound Ramps” to “Weir Canyon 
Road/SR-91 Eastbound Ramps”: 

• Yorba Linda BoulevardWeir Canyon Road/SR-91 Eastbound Ramps 

Page 4-60, as part of BIO-2, , added “biodegradable” before “fiber rolls”: 

• Only certified weed-free straw, mulch, and/or biodegradable fiber rolls shall be used for 
erosion control. 

Page 4-51 revised to include “and/or minimize”:  

• Mitigation Measure BIO-7 provides measures to divert the flow of the active channel to 
avoid and/or minimize adverse impacts to Santa Ana sucker. 
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4.0 MITIGATION, MONITORING, AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

4.1 MITIGATION MONITORING REQUIREMENTS 

Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21081.6 (enacted by the passage of Assembly Bill [AB] 3180) 
mandates that the following requirements shall apply to all reporting or mitigation monitoring 
programs: 

• The public agency shall adopt a reporting or monitoring program for the changes made to the 
project or conditions of project approval to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the 
environment. The reporting or monitoring program shall be designed to ensure compliance 
during project implementation. For those changes which have been required or incorporated 
into the project at the request of a Responsible Agency or a public agency having jurisdiction by 
law over natural resources affected by the project, that agency shall, if so requested by the Lead 
Agency or a Responsible Agency, prepare and submit a proposed reporting or monitoring 
program.  

• The Lead Agency shall specify the location and custodian of the documents or other material 
which constitute the record of proceedings upon which its decision is based. A public agency 
shall provide the measures to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment that are 
fully enforceable through permit conditions, agreements, or other measures. Conditions of 
project approval may be set forth in referenced documents which address required mitigation 
measures or in the case of the adoption of a plan, policy, regulation, or other project, by 
incorporating the mitigation measures into the plan, policy, regulation, or project design.  

• Prior to the close of the public review period for a draft Environmental Impact Report or MND, a 
Responsible Agency, or a public agency having jurisdiction over natural resources affected by 
the project, shall either submit to the Lead Agency complete and detailed performance 
objectives for mitigation measures which would address the significant effects on the 
environment identified by the Responsible Agency or agency having jurisdiction over natural 
resources affected by the project, or refer the Lead Agency to appropriate, readily available 
guidelines or reference documents. Any mitigation measures submitted to a Lead Agency by a 
Responsible Agency or an agency having jurisdiction over natural resources affected by the 
project shall be limited to measures, which mitigate impacts to resources which are subject to 
the statutory authority of, and definitions applicable to, that agency. Compliance or 
noncompliance by a Responsible Agency or agency having jurisdiction over natural resources 
affected by a project with that requirement shall not limit that authority of the Responsible 
Agency or agency having jurisdiction over natural resources affected by a project, or the 
authority of the Lead Agency, to approve, condition, or deny projects as provided by this division 
or any other provision of law. 

4.2 MITIGATION MONITORING PROCEDURES 

The mitigation monitoring and reporting program for the proposed project was prepared in 
compliance with PRC Section 21081.6. It describes the requirements and procedures to be followed 
by the City of Yorba Linda to ensure that all mitigation measures adopted as part of the proposed 
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project would be carried out as described in this IS/MND. Table 4.A lists each of the mitigation 
measures specified in this IS/MND and identifies the party or parties responsible for implementation 
and monitoring of each measure. Table 4.B lists the Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance 
Measures specified in this IS/MND and identifies the party or parties responsible for implementation 
of each standard condition.  
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Table 4.A: Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

Mitigation Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Mitigation Measure Completion Date 

Biological Resources 
BIO-1 Springtime Botanical Survey. Prior to any project-related ground disturbance, a 

follow-up botanical survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist/botanist during 
the typical springtime blooming season (April–May 2020) to confirm the absence of 
annual special-status plant species that bloom during this period. The results of the 
survey shall be documented and submitted to the City of Yorba Linda. For purposes of 
this measure, “special-status plant species” refers to those plant species that are listed 
or proposed for listing under the California Endangered Species Act or Federal 
Endangered Species Act and/or have a California Native Plant Society (CNPS) California 
Rare Plant Rank of 1A, 1B, 2A, or 2B. CNPS California Rare Plant Rank 3 or 4 plants have 
been excluded. Should any of these special-status plant species be found within the 
project disturbance limits, a compensatory mitigation plan must be prepared and 
approved by the County of Orange prior to project-related ground disturbance. If listed 
special-status plant species are found, the compensatory mitigation plan must also be 
approved by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and/or California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, as applicable. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, Qualified 
Biologist 

Prior to ground disturbance  

BIO-2 Invasive-Species Control. Prior to ground disturbance and during project construction 
activities, project measures shall be implemented by the Construction Contractor to 
ensure invasive plant material is not spread to areas outside the project limits by 
tracking seed on equipment, clothing, and/or shoes. Equipment/material imported 
from an area where invasive plants exist must be identified, and measures (e.g., 
equipment cleaning) must be implemented to prevent importation and spreading of 
nonnative plant material within and outside of the project limits. All construction 
equipment accessing unpaved areas shall be cleaned with water to remove dirt, seeds, 
vegetative material, or other debris that could contain or hold seeds of noxious weeds 
before arriving at and leaving the project limits. Only certified weed-free straw, mulch, 
and/or biodegradable fiber rolls shall be used for erosion control. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, Qualified 
Biologist 

Prior to ground disturbance, 
during construction activities 

 

BIO-3 Worker Environmental Awareness Training. Prior to on-site work (including 
mobilization), Worker Environmental Awareness Training shall be conducted by a 
qualified biologist to educate all construction personnel on the relevant federal, State, 
and local laws related to regional special-status species known to occur in adjacent 
habitat types, particularly habitat associated with the Santa Ana River. The training 
session shall include training on identification of species that may be found in or 
adjacent to the project area, the status of those species, and any legal protection 
afforded to those species. Measures that are being implemented to protect those 
species shall also be explained. Personnel shall be advised to report the occurrence of 
any special-status species promptly. A fact sheet conveying this information shall be 
prepared for display or for distribution to anyone who may enter the project limits. 

Qualified Biologist Prior to the start of construction 
activities 
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Table 4.A: Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

Mitigation Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Mitigation Measure Completion Date 

BIO-4 Preconstruction Surveys. Prior to ground disturbance, a qualified biologist shall 
conduct preconstruction surveys at the Santa Ana River to confirm the absence of 
special-status species with a moderate or higher potential to occur including crotch 
bumble bee, red-diamond rattlesnake, coast horned lizard, western yellow-billed 
cuckoo, white-tailed kite, southwestern willow flycatcher, yellow-breasted chat, 
coastal California gnatcatcher, yellow warbler, and least Bell’s vireo within suitable 
habitat. The surveys will confirm that other special-status species with a low potential 
to occur are not on site. The preconstruction surveys shall take place no more than 24 
hours prior to commencement of work activities. If listed species are observed within 
the work area (or areas potentially indirectly affected by project activities as 
determined by the qualified biologist) and the work cannot be postponed until the 
species is no longer present, the City of Yorba Linda shall obtain written approval from 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service or the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, as applicable, prior to completing project work at these locations. 

Qualified Biologist Prior to ground disturbance  

BIO-5 Biological Monitoring. During project construction, a qualified biologist shall monitor 
construction activities, including clearing, grubbing, and excavation, at the Santa Ana 
River and within or adjacent to habitat that may support special-status species. The 
monitor shall ensure all construction personnel are within the designated project 
footprint and that practicable measures are being employed to avoid and minimize 
incidental disturbance to habitat and special-status species inside and outside the 
project footprint. 

 In addition, if trimming or removal of trees during the bat maternity season (April 1–
August 31) cannot be avoided, a qualified biologist shall monitor tree removal unless 
nighttime surveys conducted within 1 week of removal indicate no tree-roosting bat 
activity within the project footprint. 

Qualified Biologist During construction activities  

BIO-6 Restoration and/or Compensatory Habitat Replacement. After completion of project 
construction activities, temporary and permanent impacts to sensitive natural 
communities and habitats that may support special-status species shall be restored at 
no less than a 1:1 ratio, and/or mitigation bank credits shall be purchased to offset 
impacts by the City of Yorba Linda.  

 Habitats that are temporarily impacted by project construction activities shall be 
restored to preconstruction quality following the conclusion of construction. Areas 
that are permanently impacted by project construction activities shall require 
compensatory mitigation. Compensatory mitigation may occur in applicable areas 
adjacent to the project limits, and/or mitigation bank credits may be purchased to 
compensate for permanent impacts (e.g., through the Soquel Canyon Mitigation Bank). 
Permittee-responsible mitigation areas shall be monitored for years post-restoration 
to ensure successful establishment of plant communities. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer 

After completion of construction 
activities 
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Table 4.A: Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

Mitigation Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Mitigation Measure Completion Date 

BIO-7 Flow Diversion and/or Channel Realignment. Prior to construction, measures shall be 
taken to ensure that a continuous flow of the stream within the Santa Ana River is 
maintained throughout project construction. Subject to the approval of the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW), the stream channel shall be diverted away from the initial project 
construction area to minimize adverse effects to the Santa Ana sucker. If permanent 
impacts to channel flow from the extension of pier walls at the Yorba Linda Boulevard 
bridge occur, the active channel shall be realigned and restored to ensure that flow is 
not obstructed. Habitat within the Santa Ana River channel shall be restored at no less 
than a 1:1 ratio. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, Construction 
Contractor 

Prior to the start of construction 
activities 

 

BIO-8 Nighttime Survey for Maternity Colony. Prior to construction, a California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife–approved bat biologist shall perform a nighttime acoustic and 
emergence survey at the Yorba Linda Boulevard bridge over the Santa Ana River during 
the summer months (i.e., June–August), when maternity colonies are fully established, 
to confirm the presence of a maternity colony or colonies and to determine the 
numbers and species of bats present. If bat species are determined to be present, site-
specific measures shall be identified to minimize impacts to roosting bats. This survey 
shall be performed before or during final design to allow adequate time for mitigation 
planning for the specific species and numbers of bats observed. 

To avoid disturbance of maternity-roosting bats (if confirmed present) during project-
related activities at the Yorba Linda Boulevard bridge over the Santa Ana River, work 
activities within a predetermined buffer distance of the maternity roost sites shall 
avoid the recognized bat maternity season (April 1–August 31) unless otherwise 
directed by CDFW. The buffer distance shall be determined by a CDFW-approved bat 
biologist and shall be based on what bat species are found to make up the maternity 
colony, since different bat species are known to have different tolerance levels for 
certain construction activities. 

CDFW-Approved Bat 
Biologist 

Prior to and during construction 
activities 

 

BIO-9 Humane Evictions and Exclusions. If necessary to avoid direct mortality, humane 
evictions and exclusions of roosting bats shall be performed under the supervision of a 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife–approved bat biologist in the fall 
(September or October) prior to the initiation of project-related construction activities 
at the bridge structure. To avoid potential mortality of flightless juvenile bats, evictions 
and exclusions of bats cannot be performed during the maternity season (April 1–
August 31). Winter months (generally November through March) are also 
inappropriate for bat eviction because not all individuals in a roost will emerge on any 
given night. In addition, long-distance movements to other roost sites are more 
difficult during the winter when prey availability is scarce, resulting in high mortality 
rates of evicted bats. 

CDFW-Approved Bat 
Biologist 

Prior to the start of construction 
activities 
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Table 4.A: Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

Mitigation Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Mitigation Measure Completion Date 

BIO-10 Swallow Nest Inspection. If swallow nests are required to be removed in order to 
prevent swallows from nesting during construction activities associated with the Yorba 
Linda Boulevard bridge, these nests shall be removed in the fall (i.e., September or 
October), prior to expected or potential overwintering use by bats, and in a manner 
that ensures they do not fall to the ground or are otherwise destroyed, unless the 
absence of bats is confirmed through inspection by a qualified bat biologist. 

CDFW-Approved Bat 
Biologist 

During construction activities  

BIO-11 Alternate Bat Roosting Habitat. If bats are excluded from more than 25 percent of the 
available roosting habitat at the Yorba Linda Boulevard bridge, or if permanent impacts 
to bat roosting habitat will occur, alternate bat roosting habitat shall be provided prior 
to performing the humane eviction/exclusion. Alternate bat roosting habitat shall be 
provided by the City of Yorba Linda in a 0.5:1 ratio for temporary impacts and in a 1:1 
ratio for permanent impacts. The specifications for this roosting habitat shall be 
designed in consultation with a qualified, California Department of Fish and Wildlife–
approved bat biologist. 

CDFW-Approved Bat 
Biologist, City of Yorba 
Linda City Engineer 

Prior to and during construction 
activities 

 

BIO-12 Restoration and/or Compensatory Replacement for Habitat Conservation Plan Areas. 
Prior to the start of construction activities, the City of Yorba Linda shall discuss and 
agree upon restoration and/or replacement of native habitat within Santa Ana River 
Canyon Habitat Management Plan (SARCHMP) with OC Public Works. Similarly, the City 
of Yorba Linda shall discuss and agree upon habitat restoration and/or replacement for 
impacts within the City of Anaheim’s Habitat Mitigation Plan area with the City of 
Anaheim and the federal and State resource agencies during Section 7 Consultation. 

Habitats within the SARCHMP and Anaheim Mitigation Plan area that are temporarily 
impacted by project construction activities shall be restored to preconstruction quality 
following the conclusion of construction. Areas that are permanently impacted by 
project construction activities will require compensatory mitigation at no less than a 
1:1 ratio. Mitigation may occur in applicable areas adjacent to these existing mitigation 
and conservation lands, and/or mitigation bank credits may be purchased to 
compensate for permanent impacts (e.g., through the Soquel Canyon Mitigation Bank). 
Permittee-responsible mitigation areas shall be monitored for 5 years postrestoration 
to ensure successful establishment of plant communities. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, City of 
Anaheim City Engineer, 
or designee, Orange 
County Public Works 
Director or designee 

Prior to the start of construction 
activities 

 

Geology and Soils 
PAL-1 Paleontological Resources Impact Mitigation Program (PRIMP). A qualified, 

professional paleontologist who meets the standards set by the Society of Vertebrate 
Paleontology (SVP) shall be retained to develop a Paleontological Resources Impact 
Mitigation Program (PRIMP) for the proposed project. The PRIMP shall be consistent 
with the guidelines of the SVP and shall include the methods that will be used to 
protect paleontological resources that may exist within the project limits, as well as 
procedures for monitoring, fossil preparation and identification, curation into a 
repository, and preparation of a report at the conclusion of ground disturbance. 

Professional 
Paleontologist  

Prior to ground-disturbing 
activities 
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Table 4.A: Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

Mitigation Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Mitigation Measure Completion Date 

PAL-2 Unanticipated Discovery. Ground-disturbing activities in deposits with high 
paleontological sensitivity (i.e., Very Young Wash Deposits, Very Young Alluvial Fan 
Deposits, and Young Axial Channel Deposits below a depth of 10 ft; and the Very Old 
Alluvial Fan Deposits) shall be monitored by a qualified paleontological monitor 
following a PRIMP. No monitoring is required for excavations in deposits with no or 
low paleontological sensitivity (i.e., Very Young Wash Deposits, Very Young Alluvial Fan 
Deposits, and Young Axial Channel Deposits above a depth of 10 ft; and Artificial Fill). If 
paleontological resources are encountered during the course of ground disturbance, 
the paleontological monitor shall have the authority to temporarily redirect 
construction away from the area of the find in order to assess its significance. In the 
event that paleontological resources are encountered when a paleontological monitor 
is not present, work in the immediate area of the find shall be redirected and the 
paleontologist shall be contacted to assess the find and determine the appropriate 
actions. 

Construction Contractor 
and Professional 
Paleontologist 

During ground-disturbing 
activities  

 

PAL-3 PRIMP Findings Report. Collected resources shall be prepared to the point of 
identification, identified to the lowest taxonomic level possible, cataloged, and curated 
into the permanent collections of a museum repository. At the conclusion of the 
monitoring program, a report of findings shall be prepared to document the results of 
the monitoring program. 

Professional 
Paleontologist  

During construction and at the 
conclusion of the monitoring 
program  

 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials  
HAZ-1 Lead-Based Paint (LBP) Survey. During final design, the City of Yorba City Engineer 

shall ensure that a certified consultant shall conduct lead-based paint (LBP) surveys of 
pavement materials that will be demolished as part of the proposed project. Also, a 
certified consultant shall conduct soil samples within project limits to determine if 
aerially deposited lead (ADL) is present. The results of this survey shall be submitted to 
the City Engineer for review and approval, prior to the start of construction. If 
pavement materials or soil are determined to contain lead, these materials shall be 
disposed of at an appropriate, permitted disposal facility as determined by a lead 
specialist. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, or designee  

During final design   

HAZ-2 Organochlorine pesticides (OCP) and Arsenic Survey. During final design, the City of 
Yorba Linda City Engineer shall ensure that a certified consultant shall conduct soil 
sample testing for the presence of Organochlorine pesticides (OCP) and arsenic on soils 
located within the project limits. If OCPs or arsenic are identified within the project 
limits, this soil survey shall identify procedures for the handling, treatment, and 
disposal of soils contaminated with OCPs and/or arsenic. The results of this survey shall 
be submitted to the City Engineer for review and approval, prior to the start of 
construction. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, or designee  

During final design   
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Table 4.A: Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

Mitigation Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Mitigation Measure Completion Date 

HAZ-3 Asbestos-Containing Materials (ACM) Survey. During final design, the City of Engineer 
shall ensure that a certified consultant shall conduct an asbestos-containing materials 
(ACM) Yorba Linda Boulevard Santa Ana River Overcrossing. This survey should be 
conducted in conformance with the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) National Emission Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) 40 CFR 
regulation, and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 1403. 
Additionally, notification of the SCAQMD prior to any structure renovation or 
demolition is mandatory according to Rule 1403 (d)(1)(B). The results of this survey 
shall be submitted to the City Engineer for review and approval, prior to the start of 
construction. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, or designee  

During final design   

Land Use/Planning 
Refer to MM-TR-1. 
Public Services 
Refer to MM-TR-1.  
Recreation 
Refer to MM-TR-1. 
Transportation/Traffic 
TR-1 Traffic Management Plan (TMP). Prior to the initiation of construction, the City of 

Yorba Linda City Engineer shall ensure that a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) has been 
prepared for the proposed project in coordination with the City of Anaheim City 
Engineer. The City of Yorba Linda Engineer shall also coordinate with OCFA, Anaheim 
Fire and Rescue, the City of Anaheim Police Department, and the City of Yorba Linda 
Police Department for measures related to emergency access. The TMP shall include 
measures to minimize the potential safety impact during the short-term construction 
process, when partial lane closures may be required. It shall include measures such as 
construction signage, detour routes and signage, pedestrian and bicyclist protection, 
limitations on timing for lane closures to avoid peak hours, temporary striping plans, 
identification of alternate bus stops during potential short-term bus stop closures, 
construction vehicle routing plans, and the need for a construction flagperson to direct 
traffic during heavy equipment use. The TMP shall be incorporated into project 
specifications for verification prior to final plan approval. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer 

Prior to the start of construction 
activities 

 

Wildfire 
Refer to MM-TR-1. 
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Table 4.B: Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures 

Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Standard Condition Completion Date 

Biological Resources 
RC-BIO-1 Section 7 Consultation. During final design and prior to construction, Section 7 

consultation with the USFWS will be required to address potential effects to federally 
listed special-status species, including the Santa Ana sucker, western yellow-billed cuckoo, 
southwestern willow flycatcher, coastal California gnatcatcher, and least Bell’s vireo. 
Temporary and permanent impacts to occupied and/or critical habitat will be mitigated at 
a ratio determined appropriate by USFWS. Final mitigation ratios will be determined 
through the Section 7 Consultation process. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, Qualified 
Biologist 

During final design, prior to 
construction 

 

RC-BIO-2 CDFW Consultation. During final design and prior to construction, impacts to any State-
listed species will be addressed as part of the Section 2081 incidental take permit process, 
as deemed necessary by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Restoration 
and/or replacement of native habitat within SARCHMP areas will be discussed and agreed 
upon with OC Public Works. Similarly, habitat restoration and/or replacement for impacts 
within the City of Anaheim’s Habitat Mitigation Plan area will be discussed and agreed 
upon with the City of Anaheim and the federal and State resource agencies. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, Qualified 
Biologist 

During final design, prior to 
construction 

 

RC-BIO-3 Migratory Bird Treaty Act Compliance. If ground-disturbing activities or removal of any 
trees, shrubs, or any other potential nesting habitat are scheduled within the avian 
nesting season (nesting season generally extend from February 1 - August 31), a pre-
construction clearance survey for nesting birds shall be conducted within three days prior 
to any ground disturbing activities. This measure shall apply to all areas within project site 
boundaries. The biologist conducting the clearance survey shall document the negative 
results if no active bird nests are observed on the project site during the clearance survey 
with a brief letter report indicating that no impacts to active bird nests would occur before 
construction can proceed. If an active avian nest is discovered during the pre-construction 
clearance survey, construction activities shall stay outside of a 300-foot buffer around the 
active nest. For raptor species, this buffer shall be 500 feet. A biological monitor shall be 
present to delineate the boundaries of the buffer area and to monitor the active nest to 
ensure that nesting behavior is not adversely affected by the construction activity. 

Qualified Biologist Prior to the start of construction 
activities 

 

RC-BIO-4 Tree Replacement and Preservation. Once project grading plans are finalized and 
approved (and prior to ground disturbance), an inventory of directly and indirectly 
affected trees shall be determined either by referencing existing tree inventory data 
collected on the subject property or by having a qualified arborist conduct an assessment 
based on the final, approved limits of development. The tree inventory will determine the 
species, number, sizes, and health of all trees to be impacted by the approved project, and 
will be used to determine compensation ratios.  

For trees within the public right-of-way, the portion of the project within the City of 
Anaheim will be subject to the City of Anaheim’s Street Tree ordinance (Section 13.12.060 
of the Anaheim Municipal Code), and the portion of the project within the City of Yorba 
Linda will be subject to the City of Yorba Linda’s Tree Preservation ordinance (Section 

Qualified Arborist During final design, prior to 
ground disturbance 
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Table 4.B: Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures 

Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Standard Condition Completion Date 

16.08.030 of the Yorba Linda Municipal Code). Protected trees shall not be removed or 
trimmed without proper permits from the City of Yorba Linda or the City of Anaheim. 
Compensation ratios for loss of Specimen Trees within Anaheim’s Scenic Overlay Zone will 
be subject to Section 18.18.040 of Anaheim’s Municipal Code. Compensatory planting 
should be conducted within the portion of the project limits that would remain 
undeveloped under the approved plans, or at an off-site location as approved by the City.  

SC-BIO-1 Restoration of Temporary Impacts to Native Vegetation. All areas temporarily disturbed 
by construction activities resulting in the removal of vegetation will be replanted. 
Replacement planting will be consistent with the City of Yorba Linda or City of Anaheim 
design guidelines, as applicable. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer 

After completion of 
construction activities 

 

SC-BIO-2 Best Management Practices. Habitat subject to permanent and temporary construction 
disturbances and other types of ongoing project-related disturbance activities shall be 
minimized by adhering to the following measures: 

 The project disturbance limits shall be clearly marked with construction fencing (or 
other highly visible material), and construction/materials staging and 
vehicle/equipment maintenance and fueling areas shall be located at least 200 feet 
(ft) away from riparian habitat associated with the Santa Ana River, where feasible. 

 To minimize temporary disturbances, all project-related vehicle traffic shall be 
restricted to established roads, construction areas, and other designated areas. 

 Project-related vehicles shall observe a daytime speed limit of 20 miles per hour 
(mph) throughout the site in all project areas, except on paved county roads and 
State and federal highways. Night-time construction shall be minimized to the extent 
possible. However if it does occur, then the speed limit shall be reduced to 10 mph. 
Off-road traffic outside of designated project areas shall be prohibited. 

 To prevent inadvertent entrapment of animals during the construction phase of a 
project, all excavated, steep-walled holes or trenches more than 2 ft deep shall be 
covered at the close of each working day by plywood or similar materials. If the 
trenches cannot be closed, one or more escape ramps constructed of earthen-fill or 
wooden planks shall be installed. Before such holes or trenches are filled, they shall 
be thoroughly inspected for trapped animals. In the case of trapped animals, escape 
ramps or structures shall be installed immediately to allow the animal(s) to escape. 

 For the duration of construction activities, all food-related trash items such as 
wrappers, cans, bottles, and food scraps shall be disposed of in securely closed 
containers and removed at least daily from the construction site.  

 Pets, such as dogs or cats, shall not be permitted in the project area during 
construction to prevent harassment, injury, or death of wildlife in the project vicinity. 

 Use of rodenticides and herbicides in project areas shall be restricted. This is 
necessary to prevent primary or secondary poisoning of predators and the depletion 
of prey populations on which they depend. All uses of such compounds shall observe 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, Construction 
Contractor 

During construction  
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Table 4.B: Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures 

Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Standard Condition Completion Date 

label and other restrictions mandated by the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency, California Department of Food and Agriculture, and other State and federal 
legislation. 

Cultural Resources  
SC-CUL-1 Unanticipated Cultural Resources. If any prehistoric or historic cultural material older 

than 50 years of age is encountered during construction, work in the area of the discovery 
will stop until a professional archaeologist can assess the nature and significance of the 
find and make appropriate recommendations concerning recording and potential removal 
of the resource. Resources determined to be eligible may require additional work such as 
data recovery to record that information considered important.  Once professional 
archaeologist determines that the information making a resource important has been 
recorded, work can resume in the area of the find. 

Construction Contractor 
and Professional 
Archaeologist   

During construction   

RC-CUL-1 Human Remains. If human remains are encountered during construction, State Health 
and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until the 
County Coroner has made a determination of origin and disposition pursuant to California 
PRC Section 5097.98. The County Coroner must be notified of the find immediately. If the 
remains are determined to be Native American, the County Coroner will notify the Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC), which will determine and notify a Most Likely 
Descendant (MLD). With the permission of the landowner or his/her authorized 
representative, the MLD may inspect the site of the discovery. The MLD shall complete 
the inspection within 48 hours of notification by the NAHC. The MLD may recommend 
scientific removal and non-destructive analysis of human remains and items associated 
with Native American burials. 

Construction Contractor 
and County Coroner  

During construction  

Geology & Soils 
SC-GEO-1 Design-Level Geotechnical Report. All grading and construction activities shall be 

conducted in conformance with the recommendations included in the Structure 
Preliminary Geotechnical Report for the proposed project prepared by Earth Mechanics, 
Inc. (November 2019). The geotechnical investigation includes detailed recommendations 
related to the widening of the Yorba Linda Boulevard Bridge over the Santa Ana River. This 
report also recommends performing a supplemental geotechnical field investigation to 
collect sufficient and appropriate information to characterize the subsurface soils and 
stratigraphy.  

During final design, the City Engineer or designee will ensure that a design-level 
geotechnical report is prepared for the project. This report will document soil-related 
constraints and hazards such as slope instability, settlement, liquefaction, or related 
secondary seismic impacts that may be present. This report will document and provide 
design recommendations for seismic hazards such as fault-induced ground rupture, 
ground shaking, co-seismic deformation, slope instability, seismic settlement, liquefaction, 
or related secondary seismic impacts that may be present along the alignment of the 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, or designee 

During grading and construction 
activities; during final design  
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Table 4.B: Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures 

Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Standard Condition Completion Date 

proposed project. The report will also provide design recommendations for geology-
related constraints such as settlement, collapse potential, expansion, landslides, and 
erosion. The performance standard for this report will be the geotechnical design 
standards of the City of Yorba Linda. 

The Project Engineer will incorporate the measures recommended in the geotechnical 
report into the final design and project specifications. The Construction Contractor will 
implement the recommendation in the design-level geotechnical report as included in the 
project design and specifications.  

The City of Yorba Linda City Engineer shall verify that these recommendations have been 
incorporated into project plans and specifications prior to the issuance of any grading 
permit for the proposed project. 

Water Quality & Hydrology 
SC-WQ-1 Construction General Permit. Prior to commencement of construction activities, the City 

of Yorba Linda shall obtain coverage under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction 
and Land Disturbance Activities (Construction General Permit), NPDES No. CAS000002, 
Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ, as amended by Order No. 2010-0014-DWQ and Order No. 
2012-0006-DWQ, or any other subsequent permit. This shall include submission of Permit 
Registration Documents (PRDs), including permit application fees, a Notice of Intent (NOI), 
a risk assessment, a site plan, a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), a signed 
certification statement, and any other compliance-related documents required by the 
permit, to the State Water Resources Control Board via the Stormwater Multiple 
Application and Report Tracking System (SMARTS). Construction activities shall not 
commence until a Waste Discharge Identification Number (WDID) is obtained for the 
project from the SMARTS. The construction  shall comply with all applicable requirements 
specified in the Construction General Permit, including but not limited to, preparation of a 
SWPPP and implementation of construction site Best Management Practices (BMPs) to 
address all construction-related activities, equipment, and materials that have the 
potential to impact water quality for the appropriate risk level identified for the project. 
The SWPPP shall identify the sources of pollutants that may affect the quality of 
stormwater and shall include BMPs (e.g., Sediment Control, Erosion Control, and Good 
Housekeeping BMPs) to control the pollutants in stormwater runoff. Construction Site 
BMPs shall also conform to the requirements specified in the latest edition of the Orange 
County Stormwater Program Construction Runoff Guidance Manual for Contractors, 
Project Owners, and Developers to control and minimize the impacts of construction and 
construction-related activities, materials, and pollutants on the watershed. Upon 
completion of construction activities and stabilization of the project area, a Notice of 
Termination shall be submitted via SMARTS. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, or designee 

Prior to construction activities  
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Table 4.B: Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures 

Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Standard Condition Completion Date 

SC-WQ-2 Groundwater Dewatering Permits. If groundwater dewatering is required during 
excavation activities, the City of Yorba Linda shall obtain coverage under the General 
Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges to Surface Waters that Pose an Insignificant 
(De Minimus) Threat to Water Quality (Order No. R8-2009-0003, NPDES No. CAG998001) 
covers discharges to surface waters that pose an insignificant (de minimus) threat to 
water quality within. This shall include submission of a Notice of Intent (NOI) for coverage 
under the permit to the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) at least 
45 days prior to the start of dewatering. Groundwater dewatering activities shall comply 
with all applicable provisions in the permit, including water sampling, analysis, treatment 
(if required), and reporting of dewatering-related discharges. Upon completion of 
groundwater dewatering activities, a Notice of Termination shall be submitted to the 
Santa Ana RWQCB. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer, or designee 

During excavation activities  

SC-WQ-3 Water Quality Management Plan. Prior to initiation of construction, the City of Yorba 
Linda shall prepare a Final Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) in compliance with 
the Waste Discharge Requirements for the County of Orange, Orange County Flood 
Control District and the Incorporated Cities of Orange County within the Santa Ana Region 
Areawide Urban Storm Water Runoff Orange County (North Orange County MS4 Permit), 
Order No. R8-2009-0030, NPDES No. CAS618030 (as amended by Order No. R8-2010-
0062). The Final WQMP shall be prepared consistent with the requirements of the Model 
Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) (County of Orange 2011), Technical Guidance 
Document for the Preparation of Conceptual/Preliminary and/or Project Water Quality 
Management Plans (WQMPs) (County of Orange 2013), the City of Yorba Linda Local 
Implementation Plan (LIP) (2010), and Managing Wet Weather with Green Infrastructure 
Municipal Handbook Green Streets (EPA 2008), or subsequent guidance manuals. The 
Final WQMP shall specify the BMPs to be incorporated into the project design to target 
pollutants of concern in runoff from the project area. The BMPs specified in the Final 
WQMP shall be incorporated into the final project design. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer 

Prior to commencement of 
construction  

 

SC-WQ-4 Final Drainage Report. Prior to issuance of grading permits, the City of Yorba Linda shall 
prepare a Final Drainage Report. The Final Drainage Report shall be prepared consistent 
with the requirements of the Orange County Hydrology Manual (Orange County 
Environment Agency 1986) and Orange County Hydrology Manual Addendum No. 1 
(Orange County Environment Agency 1996), or subsequent guidance manuals. The Final 
Drainage Report shall confirm that the on-site storm facilities are appropriately sized to 
accommodate stormwater runoff from the design storm and that the downstream storm 
drain facilities have adequate capacity to accommodate the increase in stormwater runoff 
from the project area. The drainage facilities specified in the Final Drainage Report shall 
be incorporated into the final project design. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer 

Prior to issuance of grading 
permits  

 

SC-WQ-5: Floodplain Development. Prior to the issuance of any grading or construction permits, the 
City of Yorba Linda Floodplain Administrator shall verify that the project complies with 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Orange County Flood Control District 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer 

Prior to issuance of grading 
permits  
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Standard Conditions and Regulatory Compliance Measures Responsible Party Timing for  
Standard Condition Completion Date 

(OCFCD), and City regulations for development within floodplains. The Floodplain 
Administrator shall ensure that a Floodplain Development Permit or a variance is obtained 
for the project, in compliance with City Municipal Code Section 15.12, Flood Damage 
Protection. The City Floodplain Administrator shall coordinate with the OCFCD and FEMA 
to determine if a Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) and Letter of Map Revision 
(LOMR) is required for the project. If determined to be required, the Floodplain 
Administrator shall process the CLOMR through OCFCD and FEMA. Project construction 
shall not commence until the CLOMR is approved by FEMA. Upon completion of 
construction, the Floodplain Administrator shall process the LOMR through OCFCD and 
FEMA.  

SC-WQ-6 Design-Level Scour Report. During final design, the City Engineer or designee will ensure 
that a design-level scour analysis is prepared for the project. This report will document the 
scour potential at the proposed Santa Ana River bridge structures. The scour analysis will 
assess the suitability of the existing grouted riprap to resist the predicted water velocities 
at the bridge abutments and piers within the Santa Ana River. The scour analysis will 
document and provide design recommendations for to reduce scour potential at the 
proposed bridge abutments and piers.  

The Project Engineer will incorporate the measures recommended in the scour analysis 
into the final design and project specifications. The Construction Contractor will 
implement the recommendations of the scour report as included in the project design and 
specifications. The City of Yorba Linda City Engineer or designee shall verify that the scour 
recommendations have been incorporated into project plans and specifications prior to 
the issuance of any grading permit for the proposed project. 

City of Yorba Linda City 
Engineer 

Prior to issuance of grading 
permits  

 

Noise 
RC-N-1 Noise Ordinance Compliance. The following conditions would apply to ensure compliance 

with applicable noise ordinances and to minimize noise related to temporary construction 
activities: 

 The construction contractor shall limit construction activities to between the hours of 
7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. weekdays including Saturdays. No construction activities shall 
be permitted outside these hours and any time on Sunday or a federal holiday. 

 During all project site excavation and grading, the project contractors shall equip all 
construction equipment, fixed or mobile, with properly operating and maintained 
mufflers consistent with manufacturers’ standards. 

 The construction contractor shall locate equipment staging in areas that will create 
the greatest distance between construction-related noise sources and most noise-
sensitive receptors nearest the project site during all project construction.  

 The construction contractor shall place all stationary construction equipment so that 
the emitted noise is directed away from the sensitive receptors nearest the project 
limits. 

Construction Contractor During construction activities   
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Tribal Cultural Resources 
Refer to SC-CUL-1 and RC-CUL-1. 
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DRAFT INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
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Table 2.3.A: Planned Projects  
Project Name Description Status/Phase 

In-n-Out Construction of an In-n-Out drive through at the current library site. Approved. 
Sioson Site Construction of an 11,200-square-foot multistory building at 4901 Lakeview Avenue Application approved by the Planning 

Commission on August 28, 2019. 
Maserati Dealership Construction of Maserati dealership at 22633 Oakcrest Cir Approved by the Planning Commission on 

September 11, 2019 
Trueblood House Renovation of historic home for public/quasi-public use located at 4801 Park Ave Approved by the Planning Commission on 

July 10, 2019. In plan check review. 
Clyde’s Hot Chicken Construction of new restaurant on vacant City-owned parcel west of parking structure Approved. 

City of Anaheim Development Projects 
Victory Baptist and Townes at 
Magnolia 

Demolish the existing Victory Baptist Church site and construct 59 attached, for-sale 
townhome residential units along with a new church and child day care campus. 

Currently Undergoing CEQA Review 

Lincoln Boulevard Widening Demolish existing auto related facilities, including an auto dealership with 
auto/recreational vehicle storage, sales lot, and repair facility, and construction of a 
new mixed-use development that consists of a 381,525-square-foot (SF) mixed-use 
building, which wraps around a 239,072 SF parking structure. 

Currently undergoing CEQA Review. 

Lincoln at Euclid Demolish all the existing commercial and industrial structures on the Project Site, 
totaling 32,100 square feet of demolished structures, and construct a residential 
development consisting of up to 115 single-family attached dwelling units on 
approximately 7.17 acres of land. 

Currently Undergoing CEQA Review 

Avanti Townhomes Demolish an existing business park and 292 townhomes, including 29 affordable units 
on 11.87 acres 

Currently Undergoing CEQA Review 

The Residences at Nohl Ranch Demolish the existing Serrano Center, a multi-suite commercial center consisting of 
seven one-story buildings, to construct 58 multifamily units, with a development 
density of 19.14 dwelling units per acre. 

Approved in 2019. 

County of Orange Development Projects 
Cielo Vista 
TTM 17341 

The property consists of 80 lots for residential single family units on approximately 42.1 
acres and to preserve the remaining 42.7 acres for permanent open space in 
unincorporated Orange County. 

Approved in 2017. 

Esperanza Hills 
TTM 17522 

The property consists of 340 lots for residential single family units on approximately 
469 acres in unincorporated Orange County.  

Approved in 2017. 

Source:  City of Yorba Linda, Major Projects (2020, https://www.yorbalindaca.gov/339/Major-Projects); City of Anaheim, Current Major Projects (2020, https://www.anaheim.net/566/Current-Major-
Projects). 
CEQA = California Environmental Quality Act 
YLWD = Yorba Linda Water District 
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TRAFFIC DATA SHEETS 
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